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MSU basketball player Mady Sissoko helps build
school in African home village
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Courtesy image from outside the Mady Sissoko Foundation School —

When Michigan State University basketball player Mady Sissoko left
his home of Tangafoya, Mali at 15 years old to play basketball in the
United States, he knew he wanted to eventually give back to the
people in his village.

Seven years later, Sissoko is a starting forward for Michigan State
Basketball and has the platform to do just that.

In the newest era of college athletics, student-athletes have the
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to receive those funds directly.

By creating the Mady Sissoko Foundation, the Malian is able to give all
the money he earns directly back to his home village and the people
in it.

Before the start of last season, Sissoko sat down with his guardian
and discussed the possibilities of what his NIL money could be used
for. One of those ideas was to build a school with running water in his
village, with the help of donors.
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“There (are) a lot of smart people in the village, but they don't have a
lot of chances because they're way far from the school, and (have) to
wake up every single day—to go walk for like an hour-and-a-half to
go to school,” Sissoko said. “Even (if) you like school, it is gonna
discourage you ... now, they have school right there. You can just
wake up, brush your teeth, eat breakfast and just walk five minutes to
go to school”

Growing up as someone who walked over an hour to get to school,
Sissoko said, he knew firsthand what having a school directly in his
village would mean to its children.

Construction on the school began in February and Sissoko traveled
home to Mali at the beginning of May for its opening.

But what he thought would be a small village affair turned out to be a
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“I wasn't a big crying guy, but I almost did, to be honest,” Sissoko said.
“I thought it was gonna be just my village thing, but the rest of the
villages—closer villages—everybody came to celebrate with us ... It
almost felt like it was magical stuff”

Courtesy image from inside the Mady Sissoko Foundation School

Sisssoko said he was never the kind of person who liked to talk about
himself. Being able to see the collective celebration was gratifying for
him. But despite his request for the school to be named after his
village, it was aptly named the Mady Sissoko Foundation School.

“I don't think he realizes what an impact he's had. Which makes the
story even cooler,” MSU basketball head coach Tom Izzo said.
“Because he didn't do it for you guys (the media) to be here, or me to
be here—get pats on the back. He did it because he's got people back
there that are trying to do what he did and get out of there and live a
real life. And man it’s cool. ”
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The Mady Sissoko Foundation School has four classrooms that fit 60-
70 students each. Even with the current capacity for hundreds of
kids, the plan is to continue expanding the school to give as many
children as possible access.

Donations are still being accepted on the Mady Sissoko Foundation

website and Tom [zzo encouraged all Spartan fans to donate—even if
it is just S1.

“He's giving people a chance to actually survive ... you know, we
sometimes do things (and) people are living better,” 1zzo said. “He's
doing things—people are living and getting educated and God it's so
cool. You know, like, I feel like I haven't done anything compared to
what he's done’”

$50 IN FREE PLAY

> seTAooxoeposit | (0

MATCH UF

[T

S

b LS

https://statenews.com/article/2023/06/msu-basketball-player-helps-build-school-in-african-home-village ?ct=content_open&cv=cbox_latest 4/8


https://madysissokofoundation.org/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst0DLOLu6mkV-OVrd5z2jmLVsM-gRRRWCP1FLJxx93z891cbtFHX4BpeU4AIC4pB5bizEMuXKiKC_qidWzskAj-UuR8B0OgpIgC-YBemgb6qoBtZ9lYonLcLRDzxQTUAUQUwveNBFCmnAC8R6iRfnk9vYWns_sacxS6e5NcCMYAmBO-ow6A3P5IstYLnp66eyFjus8t1-JpICxabPsq5HZr78sa0Lgwod7QYIXo_V9qptVn0PLdJ3DgiBd0vYJcd2H8JdQGwsrdjAxCv1yL5QrkCcLDXgJLMwApDkwoSD2ryiGGn_EjXXnqDzU5fIoor4x8AD5QXaSWTQa-gzy5ATz45EgLfewBNGhp_EJPYOSVwG7kDTlCsUbt_Bgb_EoAfp64MYRk-Y9dH9b99lifI7-iHkyVd2w4WgkUymSdx3UZQqxfUxsUETIWCcTC6jF0aBn6nS48KlohbqkTGMZStZuTxjz2VW2JuMxPc-K1dBA06O4KlhH8PLZrbLlhT__rv942lugq72LEjqOuX7PdhXY5U3_TJ4nMzr5RyjLATHqIwl6eYhdCpGltzEzJN28iR5ikQJdN83UJYLO7seE-NM3cJIM_WP2cN7nlhZTg8DM0ag0SXdlh2p7oTMYXgw9mXOPnjc3lWWeiE4YDsT8a0RARP7YaOJWv2UOxRuG0x88qW4Ozt27CxVmRqOoUYfRxU7rkJAnudmr4WOriqyUnBt3YACTeNBKz8Lor5rkqAfGl1iPXkeUlc45y_XKlDPi0lwZ8FOnXBpbgJmC5lym6Lhh1icHQluScpAZNefqVLYIUH3OiuR3wsEKC0TWwzu_n_FEwjswqk4MWsIcIw3c9JuSoY6N8LhSNw8doUYWwAaihVTYonAIA_fqERxS-cOhfhEbx0rHNxu8UPISmzaDjgFKLfYaWgQrp8tlLsKpX-gGBF5-_XaLdPvipYeEKAGOqZB-AM7Xf4Z0X-GuAoNVNjWdAsgFS-Uc4EJRJZ85ZxYK7r7NnpAzI3L5DHRBObsxfSdCppQ7T3wIvMd14WJIjGTbU3tGntJbrf5kBDSJMaetJE8sZxi5mwx_FWkA9z8PUZSGQRcKhj2NiDS61MLnrnv7idaE91JhDnjjLkpSeJ41s4UqgmGKGX0Sl7AkhaNvbG8djO3C6sDuHM0edLUy6VlrU9cyr_SR1RUMcMz8YpWHsQD7jsZJ81M9aYLwaMYtFpB8Xqaqhy89Gd8RvTI0LEspZUcwvkAd47SXvZN2Agg2apzulFJgyQtsEXF-Bc9yFl1MOfLQG_E96Use1fv1tt3xCJbQ5RnTRozmRAg&sai=AMfl-YRmFfhGJ6tuAtm7IdnAcOuxE9Mugzoh8t8bjVSTQqq2kjbsY_VpV5MkOfdGQ6pvPEYW7N1sdWH_fCB3LOSX6NQBby3xj01sxHRtk98odMVtb4XwmoTaeYsGjwbAGnRF-1ZCof2SLGfYVrdDQNfqO3dfos2y5OxlkuAz3oJd0p9uwqysokJYZkWfRz7-KIj43nBTEcmp8NLC7t-WuTm82v0oJ6rvN2eazDldPTUJ0ZX-xtAGHKrGDj5Sm7Si5NUsiEKXX21bKf3_owGfqmo9MT5snWBanLGAuGJkEhxtvcoVd5H7b4u9qZstRydurU8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNzuWMRVjgYv&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://casino.sisportsbook.com/welcome-offer%3Fsr%3D1680608%26utm_medium%3Dmb%26utm_source%3Dprog_DBM%26utm_campaign%3D%26utm_content%3D%26utm_term%3D551897757%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

